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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO NEA-10 EB-11 IO-14 COME-OO INT-08 

TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 SCI-06 SCEM-02 OMB-01 DRC-01 /174W 

004491 

R 141040Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5778 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMCONSUL LUANDA 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL MBABANE 3163 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, BLS 

SUBJECT: BLS ENERGY CRISIS 

REFS: A) STATE 242174 (NOTAL); B) MBABANE 3092 (NOTAL) 

1. BLS DELEGATES MET MASERU WEEK DECEMBER 2 TO DISCUSS ENERGY 
CRISIS. UNUSUAL RETICENCE PREVAILING AND INFORMATION 
FRAGMENTARY HERE . HOWEVER IT APPEARS ONE APPROACH WILL BE TO 
EXPLORE POSSIBILITY IMPORTING ENOUGH NIGERIAN CRUDE FOR 
BLS NEEDS TO RSA REFINERY (DURBAN MENTIONED) ON "UNDERSTANDING 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WITH RSA THAT EQUIVALENT REFINED STOCKS WILL BE RELEASED FOR 
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BLS. IN ADDITION, OBVIOUS POLITICAL AND LOGISTIC PROBLEMS 
THERE IS FURTHER TECHNICAL PROBLEM WHETHER NIGERIAN CRUDE 
COMPATIBLE WITH RSA REFINERIES. 

2. ONE SWAZI MINISTER WHO NOT RPT NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN 
COPING WITH ENERGY CRISIS HAS ASKED CASUALLY WHAT U.S. 

REACTION WOULD BE TO BLS OR GOS REQUEST TO FLY IN GASOLINE 
BY USAF TANKER. EQUALLY CASUAL RESPONSE TO MINISTER WAS 
TO EFFECT THIS KIND OF ASSISTANCE USUALLY MULTI-NATIONAL 
AND RESERVED FOR GREAT NATURAL DISASTERS. 

SPICER 
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